
PROCEDURES FOR PUBLIC COMMENT ON 
ASYLUM ELIGIBILITY 

(from Federal Register) 
 
(The Department of Justice and the Department of Homeland Security (collectively, “the 
Departments”) propose to amend their respective regulations governing the bars to asylum eligibility. 
The Departments also propose to clarify the effect of criminal convictions and to remove their 
respective regulations governing the automatic reconsideration of discretionary denials of asylum 
applications.) 
 
Dates 
Written or electronic comments must be submitted on or before January 21, 2020. Written comments 
postmarked on or before that date will be considered timely. The electronic Federal Docket 
Management System will accept comments prior to midnight eastern time at the end of that day. 
 
Addresses 
You may submit comments, identified by EOIR Docket No. 18-0002, by one of the following 
methods: 

• Federal eRulemaking Portal: http://www.regulations.gov. Follow the instructions for submitting 
comments. 

• Mail: Lauren Alder Reid, Assistant Director, Office of Policy, Executive Office for Immigration 
Review, 5107 Leesburg Pike, Suite 2616, Falls Church, VA 22041. To ensure proper handling, 
please reference EOIR Docket No. 18-0002 on your correspondence. This mailing address may 
be used for paper, disk, or CD-ROM submissions. 

• Hand Delivery/Courier: Lauren Alder Reid, Assistant Director, Office of Policy, Executive Office for 
Immigration Review, 5107 Leesburg Pike, Suite 2616, Falls Church, VA 22041. Contact 
Telephone Number (703) 305-0289 (not a toll-free call). 
 

For Further Information Contact 
Lauren Alder Reid, Assistant Director, Office of Policy, Executive Office for Immigration Review, 
5107 Leesburg Pike, Suite 2616, Falls Church, VA 22041, Contact Telephone Number (703) 305-
0289 (not a toll-free call). 
Maureen Dunn, Chief, Division of Humanitarian Affairs, Office of Policy and Strategy, U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration Services, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS), DHS, 20 
Massachusetts NW, Washington, DC 20529-2140; Contact Telephone Number (202) 272-8377 (not 
a toll-free call). 
 
Supplementary Information 
 
I. Public Participation 
Interested persons are invited to participate in this rulemaking by submitting written data, views, or 
arguments on all aspects of this rule. The Departments also invite comments that relate to the 
economic, environmental, or federalism effects that might result from this rule. Comments must be 
submitted in English, or an English translation must be provided. To provide the most assistance to 
the Departments, comments should reference a specific portion of the rule; explain the reason for 
any recommended change; and include data, information, or authority that support the 
recommended change. 



All comments submitted for this rulemaking should include the agency name and EOIR 
Docket No. 18-0002. Please note that all comments received are considered part of the public 
record and made available for public inspection at www.regulations.gov. Such information includes 
personally identifiable information (such as a person's name, address, or any other data that might 
personally identify that individual) that the commenter voluntarily submits. You may wish to consider 
limiting the amount of personal information that you provide in any voluntary public comment 
submission you make to the Departments. The Departments may withhold information provided in 
comments from public viewing that they determine may impact the privacy of an individual or is 
offensive. For additional information, please read the Privacy Act notice that is available via the link 
in the footer of http://www.regulations.gov. 
If you want to submit personally identifiable information as part of your comment, but do not want it 
to be posted online, you must include the phrase “PERSONALLY IDENTIFIABLE INFORMATION” in 
the first paragraph of your comment and precisely and prominently identify the information for which 
you seek redaction. 
If you want to submit confidential business information as part of your comment, but do not want it to 
be posted online, you must include the phrase “CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS INFORMATION” in the 
first paragraph of your comment and precisely and prominently identify the confidential business 
information for which you seek redaction. If a comment has so much confidential business 
information that it cannot be effectively redacted, all or part of that comment may not be posted 
on www.regulations.gov. Personally identifiable information and confidential business information 
provided as set forth above will be placed in EOIR's public docket file, but not posted online. To 
inspect the public docket file in person, you must make an appointment with EOIR. Please see the  
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT paragraph above for the contact information specific to 
this rule. 
 


